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PRESS RELEASE
November 9 , 1954

Senator Mike Mansfield ( D - ~1ontana) today sent a letter requesting
Secretary of Defense Charles E. ''lilson for information and an explanation
regarding the rumored effort of the Navy admirals to gain control of the Marine
Corps and to place its Commandant under the command of the Chief of Naval
Operations.
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is my understanding" said Mansfield, ''thu.t under this rumored

proposu.l the authority spedfically defined in PuLlic Law 416 -- the Marine Corps
Bill -- passed by the 82nd Congress clearly defined the status of the Commandan
of the Marine Corps as a co - equal participant in the Joint Chiefs of Staff in all
matters of direct concern to the

l\~arine

Corps.

The Commandant of the Marine

Corps is a direct sul.ordinate of the Secretary of the Navy and is in no way subordinate to the Chief of Naval Operations.

It is my hope,
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continued Mansfield,

"that this specific and detailed outline of the Commandant's duties, as
established under Public Law 416, will in no way be diminished but that the law
itself will be lived up to in spirit, in word and in fact.

I am concerned by the

rumors and press reports to the effect that certain high -ranking officials within
the Navy are not willing to carry out the specific intent of this law as it affects
the l\1arine Corps.

It is my hope that I will receive the proper assurances

immediately from the Secretary of Defense to the effect that the statutes
governing the Marine Corps and its Commandant will be adhered to,
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